
 



Preterist Commentary on 2 Peter 3 

[Various] 

 

"He sets forth the destruction of that cursed Nation and their City in 

those terms that Christ had done, Matt. 24. and that the Scripture 

doth elsewhere, Deut. 32.22,23.24. Jer. 4.23. namely as the 

destruction of the whole world, The heavens passing away, the 

elements melting, and the earth burnt up, &c.  And accordingly 

speaks of a new heaven and a new earth, from Isa. 65.17. a new 

state of the Church under the Gospel among the Gentiles, when this 

old world of the Jews state should be dissolved."                             -John Lightfoot 

(Westminster Assembly Divine) 
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Roderick Campbell 

"Peter is preparing his hearers for the “fiery trial” which he sees looming in the days 

ahead—a trial which is certain to test their faith. His hearers have not yet fully 

grasped the significance of the great change introduced by the advent of Christ. 

The external fabric of the Old Covenant still stands, in outward appearance 

seemingly as secure and glorious as it was before (except for the rending of the 

temple veil). Some of the Christians are still clinging tenaciously to the ancient 

symbolic rites and ceremonies. From our vantage point it is easy to accuse them of 

lack of vision. But we should bear in mind that Peter and his audience were living in 

the midst of a persecuting world. Moreover, the destruction of their sacred city and 

temple was then imminent. Peter had heard the doom of their magnificent temple 

pronounced by the lips of Jesus—a doom which, Jesus said, some of the generation 

then living would witness with their natural eyes. In the midst of that crumbling 

world, Peter calls to mind Isaiah’s promise of “new heavens and a new earth.” By 

the eye of faith, he sees this new creation emerging from the dust and debris of 

that once glorious order of things which was so dear to every loyal Hebrew heart 

(cf. 2 Cor. 3:7). He and his hearers are standing within the threshold of the new 

age, an age which, although potentially and actually present, has not yet been 

made fully manifest to his hearers, who are no doubt still, for the most part, babes 

in Christ." (Israel and the New Covenant (Philadelphia, PA: Geneva Divinity School 

Press, 1954), 115.) 
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John Owen 

"On this foundation I affirm that the heavens and earth here intended in this 

prophecy of Peter, the coming of the Lord, the day of judgment and perdition of 

ungodly men, mentioned in the destruction of that heaven and earth, do all of them 

relate, not to the last and final judgment of the world, but to that utter desolation 

and destruction that was to be made of the Judaical church and state; for 

which I shall offer these two reasons, of many that might be insisted on from the 

text:- 

'(1.) Because whatever is here mentioned was to have its peculiar influence on the 

men of that generation. He speaks of that wherein both the profane scoffers and 

those scoffed at were concerned, and that as Jews, some of them believing, others 

opposing, the faith. Now there was no particular concernment of that generation, 

nor in that sin, nor in that scoffing, as to the day of judgment in general ; but there 

was a peculiar relief for the one and a peculiar dread for the other at hand, in the 

destruction of the Jewish nation ; and, besides, an ample testimony both to the one 

and the other of the power and dominion of the Lord Jesus Christ, which was the 

thing in question between them. 

'(2.) Peter tells them, that after the destruction and judgment that he speaks of 

(vers. 7-13), " We, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a new 

earth,' etc. They had this expectation. But what is that promise? Where may we 

find it? Why, we have it in the very words and letter, Isa. lxv. 17. Now, when shall 

this be that God shall create these new heavens and new earth, wherein dwelleth 

righteousness? Saith Peter, " It shall be after the coming of the Lord, after that 

judgment and destruction of ungodly men, who obey not the gospel, that I foretell." 

But now it is evident from this place of Isaiah, with chap. lxvi. 21, 22, that this is a 

prophecy of Gospel times only; and that the planting of these new heavens 

is nothing but the creation of Gospel ordinances to endure for ever. The 

same thing is so expressed Heb. xii. 26-28. 

First, There is the foundation of the apostle's inference and exhortation, seeing that 

all these things, however precious they seem, or what value soever any put upon 

them, shall be dissolved, that is, destroyed; and that in that dreadful and fearful 

manner before mentioned, in a day of judgment, wrath, and vengeance, by fire and 

sword; let others mock at the threats of Christ's coming: He will come- He will not 

tarry; and then the heavens and earth that God Himself planted, -the sun, moon, 

and stars of the Judaical polity and church, -the whole old world of worship and 

worshippers, that stand out in their obstinancy against the Lord Christ, shall be 

sensibly dissolved and destroyed: this we know shall be the end of these things, 

and that shortly."  (John Owen on Second Peter) 

 

 

 

 

 



John Lightfoot (1889) 

"The destruction of Jerusalem is phrased in Scripture as the destruction of the 

whole world; and Christ's coming to her in judgment, as his coming to the last 

judgment.  Therefore, those dreadful things, spoken of in Matt. 24:29,30 and 31, 

are but borrowed expressions, to set forth the terms of that judgment the more.. 

v.30 - "then shall they see" - not any visible appearance of Christ, or of the cross, 

in the clouds (as some have imagined); but, whereas  Jews would not own Christ 

before for the Son of Man, or for the Messias, then by the vengeance that he should 

execute upon them, they and all the world should see an evident sign, and it was 

so.  This, therefore, is called "his coming," and his coming in his kingdom." [A 

Commentary on the Acts of the Apostles, ed. Rev. John Rogers Pitman (London: 

J.F. Dove, 1825), p.141] 

"That the destruction of Jerusalem and the whole Jewish state is described as if the 

whole frame of the world were to be dissolved. Nor is it strange, when God 

destroyed his habitation and city, places once so dear to him, with so direful and 

sad an overthrow; his own people, whom he accounted of as much or more than 

the whole world beside, by so dreadful and amazing plagues. Matt. 24:29,30, 'The 

sun shall be darkened &c. Then shall appear the 'sign of the Son of man,' &c; which 

yet are said to fall out within that generation, ver. 34. 2 Pet. 3:10, 'The heavens 

shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with 

fervent heat,' &c. Compare with this Deut. 32:22, Heb. 12:26: and observe 

that by elements are understood the Mosaic elements, Gal 4:9, Coloss. 2:20: 

and you will not doubt that St. Peter speaks only of the conflagration of Jerusalem, 

the destruction of the nation, and the abolishing the dispensation of Moses" (vol. 3, 

p. 452). 

"(Peter, in the second epistle,) sets forth the destruction of that cursed Nation and 

their City in those terms that Christ had done, Matt. 24. and that the Scripture doth 

elsewhere, Deut. 32.22,23.24. Jer. 4.23. namely as the destruction of the whole 

world, The heavens passing away, the elements melting, and the earth burnt 

up, &c.  And accordingly speaks of a new heaven and a new earth, from Isa. 65.17. 

a new state of the Church under the Gospel among the Gentiles, when this old 

world of the Jews state should be dissolved." (Works, Vol. I., p. 338.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Milton Terry 

The language is a poetical citation from Psalm 90:4, and is adduced to show that 

the lapse of time does not invalidate the promises of God....But this is very 

different from saying that when the everlasting God promises 

something shortly, and declares that it is close at hand, He may mean that it is a 

thousand years in the future.  Whatever He has promised indefinitely He may take 

a thousand years or more to fulfill; but what He affirms to be at the door let no 

man declare to be far away. (Biblical Hermeneutices: A 

Treatise on the Interpretation of the Old and New Testaments(Grand Rapids: 

Zondervan,1974), 406.) 

"The language of 2 Pet. 3:10-12 is taken mainly from Isa. 34:4, and is limited to 

the parousia, like the language of Matt. 24:29.  Then the Lord made "not only the 

land but also the heaven" to tremble (Heb. 12:26), and removed the things that 

were shaken in order to establish a kingdom which cannot be moved." (Biblical 

Hermeneutices: A Treatise on the Interpretation of the Old and 

NewTestaments (Grand Rapids: Zondervan,1974), 489.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A Student’s Research Paper on 2 Peter 3 

Posted by Virgil on planetpreterist.com | Dec 2002 

Jesus of Nazareth, who is the Christ, the Messiah, Immanuel, the Savior, and the 

Son of God, gave a discourse one day on the Mount of Olives in A.D. 30. This 

discourse is recorded in Matthew 24, Mark 13, and Luke 21. Jesus says many of the 

same things in Luke 17 as well. Many believe that John does not record these 

things in his Gospel because he would write an entire book, Revelation, on the 

subject. From the Lord’s words that He spoke on the mount, every author of the 

New Testament has written something about these things of which Jesus foretold. 

The Apostle Peter is no exception. In his first epistle Peter mentions things like “the 

last time,” “end of times,” “ready to judge,” “end of all things,” “fiery trial,” 

“revelation of his glory,” and “judgment” (American Standard Version). These 

verses are I Peter 1:5, 20; 4:5, 7, 12, 13, 17; and 5:1. Then in his second epistle 

he talks about in 1:16 “the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ” (ASV). 

Peter continues with false prophets and their destruction that “slumbereth not” and 

their sentence “lingereth not” (2:3 ASV). This all leads up to Peter’s big chapter 

about “new heavens and a new earth wherein dewelleth righteousness” (3:13 ASV). 

However, before one dives into Peter’s words on such a matter, it is important to 

review what Jesus said around 35 years before Peter’s writings. In Matthew 23 

Jesus is speaking to his disciples and a great multitude. He calls the scribes and 

Pharisees hypocrites and pronounces woes on them. He describes them as serpents 

and the offspring of vipers (23:33 ASV). The blood of the prophets, wise men, 

scribes, and teachers would come upon them in judgement, and it would happen in 

their generation! (23:34-36 ASV). Jesus then blames Jerusalem for the deaths of 

the prophets and the ones that He would send to them in verse 37. He says that 

“your house is left unto you desolate” (23:38 ASV). Jesus associates this desolation 

with Him coming again in verse 39. He follows this by telling His disciples “There 

shall not be left here one stone upon another, that shall not be thrown down” (24:2 

ASV). As He sat down on the Mount of Olives, His disciples asked Him “‘ Tell us,’ 

they said, ‘when will this happen, and what will be the sign of your coming and the 

of the end of the age?’” (24:3 New International Version). Now some versions of 

the Bible translate “age” as “world.” This has led some people to believe that Jesus 

proceeds to describe a physical destruction of the planet. However, the Greek word 

used by the disciples is aioonos; its root word is aion. This word literally means an 

age or time period or course. The Greek word is not kosmos which means “the 

world and its inhabitants,” nor is it oikoumene which means “inhabited earth” (Bray 

18). The disciples associated the end of “the age” and Jesus’ coming with this 

destruction of the temple that Jesus just prophesied. 

Many signs and wonders follow in a magnificent apocalyptic description of the 

coming of the Son of Man. Apocalyptic language was a common phenomena to 

Jewish people. Old Testament authors such as Daniel, Ezekiel, Isaiah, and Jeremiah 

use this style of language abundantly. The people of Jesus and the Apostles’ time 

would have understood it with ease. Arthur M. Ogden says, “The sings, symbols, 

types and language are all Jewish. The use of the beasts, harps, vials, horses, 

winds, angels, trumpets, candlesticks, censers, incense, pit, lamb, altar, temple, 

and twelve tribes are Jewish” (Ogden 4). Jesus uses the “abomination of 
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desolation” that would stand in the holy place in verse 15; this was from a 

prophecy by Daniel in Daniel 9:27. This is very similar to what Paul says to the 

Thessalonians about the man of lawlessness. He says in II Thessalonians 2:4, “so 

that he sets himself up in God’s temple, proclaiming himself to be God” (NIV). Paul 

also tells them in verse 7 that the secret power of the lawless one was already at 

work in their time. Now in Paul’s time there were many religious sects in Jerusalem. 

This would be the secret power of the lawless one working in their time. Then a 

leader would appear and erect an image in the temple. John Levi of Gischala did 

this very thing. He also put an end to animal sacrifices starting from the time 

Vespasian laid siege of Jerusalem to its ultimate destruction. By the time the 

destruction came, the people were worshiping him instead of God. Josephus 

recorded all these events. This has all occurred in the past from the time of Paul 

leading up to A.D. 70, which was when the temple was destroyed. Secular history, 

specifically Josephus, records these things. This would fit with what Jesus was 

talking about since He was on the subject of the temple being destroyed. This 

would seem to indicate that the “coming of our Lord Jesus Christ” in II 

Thessalonians 2:1 was part of these events that Jesus described concerning the 

destruction of the temple in Matthew 24. 

Another sign that Jesus provided deals with Jerusalem being surrounded. This is 

recorded in Luke 21:20, “When you see Jerusalem being surrounded by armies, you 

will know that its desolation is near” (NIV). Revelation 11:2 says that the holy city 

would be trampled for 42 months; this city is where Jesus was crucified according 

to verse 8. Jerusalem was surrounded for 42 months and was the city where Jesus 

was crucified; it was finally destroyed in A.D. 70. Both this sign and the 

“abomination of desolation” were signs for those in Judea to flee into the mountains 

(Matt. 24:16 & Luke 21:21). The people who would have listened and heeded 

Jesus’ words would be Christians. Josephus, who was at the destruction of 

Jerusalem, records in volume one, page 206 of his The Works of Flavius Josephus, 

“After this calamity had befallen Cestius, many of the eminent of the Jews swam 

away from the city, as from a ship when it was going to sink” (Bray 57). Were 

these Jews that Josephus mentioned Christians? The early church father Eusebius 

(A.D. 270-340) believed so. He says in The History of the Church on page 111: 

"Furthermore, the members of the Jerusalem church, by means of an oracle given 

by revelation to acceptable persons there, were ordered to leave the City before the 

war began and settle in a town in Peraea called Pella. To Pella those who believed in 

Christ migrated from Jerusalem; and as if holy men had utterly abandoned the 

royal metropolis of the Jews and the entire Jewish land, the judgement of God at 

last overtook them for their abominable crimes against Christ and His apostles, 

completely blotting out that wicked generation from among men." (Bray 58) 

John L. Bray, based on Eusebius’ writings, believes that the Christians in Jerusalem 

got out of town when they saw the “abomination of desolation” and the Roman 

armies surrounding the city. They fled to the mountains of Pella and were kept safe 

there. He also contends that these Christians are the 144,000 talked about in the 

book of Revelation. Whatever the beliefs on these matters, these teachings of Jesus 

concerning His return were fulfilled in the past. 

Some people believe that Jesus switches subjects in the middle of His discourse. In 

verse 36 of Matthew 24, Jesus says “that day.” These people contend that the 

things prior to verse 36 were fulfilled with the destruction of Jerusalem and the 
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temple, but the things after verse 36 are still to be fulfilled in the future. Many 

questions arise with this line of thinking. For one, why would Jesus all of a sudden 

switch subjects when He had just been condemning the Pharisees and scribes and 

His disciples had asked about the destruction of the temple? However, the most 

difficult problem for this belief comes in Luke 17. Luke records some of the same 

sayings of Jesus in verses 20-37 as recorded in Matthew 24:17-41. In Matthew’s 

account, the person on the housetop, the lightning coming from the east, and the 

vultures gathering at the corpse comes before verse 35, the transition verse. 

According to some, these things occurred in A.D. 70. The coming of the Son of Man 

being like the days of Noah and one man being taken out of the field and one left 

are after this transition verse. These people would say that they are things that are 

still in our future. However, if this is true, then Luke’s Gospel is wrong and 

inaccurate and, therefore, not inspired. Luke does have the lightning and the 

housetop listed before the transition verse; he also has the one being taken and the 

one left after the transition verse. But the days of the Son of Man like the days of 

Noah is before, and the vultures gathering is after. If the things in Matthew were 

listed as 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5, then the things in Luke would be in the order of 2, 4, 1, 

5, and 3. Either one of the Gospel writers is wrong or they are talking about the 

same one event; either the Bible is the inspired Word of God or not. The decision 

should not be a hard one. 

Since these things cannot be divided into two different events, they must have all 

occurred together in the past or will occur together in the future. Matthew 24:34, 

Mark 13:30, and Luke 21:32 all say that all the things spoken of by Jesus in these 

passages would happen within the time of that generation. That gives roughly a 

forty-year span for the events to take place. It would be forty years from that time 

to the destruction of the temple. The Greek word here for “all” is panta; it really 

does mean “all” or totally inclusive. Paul said in I Corinthians 10:11 that the end of 

the ages was going to come upon them – their generation! Jesus told His disciples 

in Matthew 16:28, “I tell you the truth, some who are standing here will not taste 

death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom” (NIV). Those who say 

that Jesus has not come in His kingdom are saying that Jesus lied to the disciples. 

Jesus told Caiaphas the high priest and those at the trial in Matthew 26:64, “But I 

say to all of you; In the future you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand 

of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven” (NIV). This would be 

fulfillment of Matthew 24:30. If these things have not already occurred, then Jesus 

is a liar, He is not the Son of God, and there is no hope for the remission of sins, 

salvation, and eternal life. This is why it is so vital that the time of Jesus’ return and 

the fulfillment of His prophecies be determined! The destruction of Jerusalem and 

the temple would be the end of the age, which is first mentioned in Matthew 24:3. 

It would be the end of the old age, covenant, priesthood, sacraments, elements, 

sacrifices, temple or tabernacle, festivals, kingdom, and the Law. This is a 

fulfillment of Romans 10:4; 11:25-27, I Corinthians 13:10, Hebrews 8:13; 9:26; 

10:1,16; 11:40; and 12:24. Christ has ended the old covenant and provided a new 

and better one where His blood washes away our sins permanently! 

It has previously been listed what Peter has to say about these things. In chapter 

three, Peter starts off by telling his audience to remember what the prophets and 

Jesus had said concerning these things (II Peter 3:2). This is why it is important to 

know what Jesus said about His coming. Peter tells them in verse three that the 

GG
Underline

GG
Underline

GG
Underline

GG
Highlight
Astutely here, v.27 is not automatically included with v.28 as preterist.

GG
Highlight

GG
Underline

GG
Underline

GG
Highlight
The law has abiding validity! We believers are not under the law as a tutor in this new age, as the ceremonial laws have been abrogated by Christ's once-for-all sacrifice; but the end of the age was not the end of the law. On this point many otherwise astute commentators slip into antinomianism."For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness" per Romans 10:4 which is a big difference from just plain "end of the law".

GG
Highlight

Gordon
Highlight



first things to come in the “last days” would be mockers or scoffers who are 

concerned about fulfilling their lusts; this is also mentioned in Jude 18 and a 

fulfillment of II Timothy 3:1-5 and 4:3. There would also be false prophets 

according to Mark 13:22-23. Peter had just talked about them in the previous 

chapter showing that the prophecies of Jesus were being fulfilled. He also said in I 

Peter 4:7 that the end of all things was near. Peter said in Acts 2:16-21 that they 

were in the “last days” then; this included the great and notable day of the Lord in 

verse 20. Romans 16:20 says that God is going to bruise Satan shortly; this is also 

talked about in I Corinthians 5:5. The Lord is at hand in Philippians 4:5. The end of 

the old covenant or age was soon to disappear in Hebrews 8:13. It was not a good 

idea for the Christians to be forsaking the assembling together even more so 

because “the day” was fast approaching (Hebrews 10:25). Hebrews 13:37 says, 

“For yet a very little while, He that cometh shall come, and shall not tarry” (ASV). 

James 5:8 says, “…for the coming of the Lord is at hand” (ASV). Peter said in I 

Peter 5:1 that Jesus’ glory was soon to be revealed. I John even shows more 

eminency when John says, “Little children, it is the last hour;” (2:18 ASV). 

Antichrists had come and were spreading their messages; this is how they knew the 

last hour had come (I John 2:18). The spirit of the antichrist was already at work in 

John’s time (I John 4:3). Revelation 1:1 says that the things which John saw in his 

vision would soon take place. Revelation 1:3 says that the things written in this 

book were to be kept by the recipients because “the time is at hand” (ASV). 

Revelation 3:11 says He is coming soon. Revelation 22:6 says that the things were 

to soon take place. Jesus said in Revelation 22:7, “Behold, I am coming soon!” 

(NIV); He repeats this in verses 12 and 20. The Scriptures are very clear and 

precise about the coming of the Lord Jesus. It was to be soon and in the days of 

that generation. Jesus said in Luke 21:22, “For this is the time of punishment in 

fulfillment of all that has been written” (NIV). Jesus had just told in the previous 

two versus about the armies surrounding Jerusalem and the Christians fleeing for 

their lives. This means that all, everything, the entire writings of the Old Testament 

have all found fulfillment with this event – the destruction of Jerusalem. This would 

encompass everything that Peter uses for his resources: the prophets and the 

commandment of the Lord (II Peter 3:2). All of the warnings and encouragements 

about the Lord’s coming are directed towards the people of that time, the people 

who the letters of the New Testament were written to. Otherwise the authors of the 

New Testament were wrong and Jesus was wrong. This means we do not have the 

inspired Word of God and Jesus is not the Son of God; we are left to die in our sins 

because there has been no propitiation. 

It has been established that the early Christians, the church of the first century, 

believed that Jesus would return in their time, their generation; this was also the 

belief of the Apostles. Majority of scholars and commentaries acknowledge this. The 

problem for some is that they do not believe, and possibly do not want to believe, 

that Jesus returned in the first century just as He had promised. Allen and Mark 

Black are the authors of the College Press NIV commentary on I and II Peter. These 

men acknowledge that the early Christians did expect Jesus’ return to happen in 

their lifetime. They said, “It must be admitted that the early Christians seem to 

have expected Jesus to return within a generation or so. This is the reason for the 

crisis as Thessalonica that Paul responds to in I Thessalonians 4:13-18” (Black 

211). They then offer I Corinthians 7:29,31 and James 5:8 as evidence of the 
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beliefs of the first century Christians. However, with their unwillingness to accept a 

return of Christ in that time, they said, “There are several answers to this 

‘problem’” (Black 211). They call this a problem. There would be no problem if they 

accepted Jesus’ words and the teachings of the Apostles! Do these men really want 

Jesus and the Apostles to be wrong? One would hope not. They offer Mark 13:32 as 

support for their futuristic beliefs. All this passage says is that the day and hour of 

Jesus’ return was not known. That is exactly right. Jesus never intended to tell His 

people the day and hour. Why would He? In that day there was serious persecution 

upon the Christians coming from the Jews. Many of the Jewish Christians went back 

to Judaism just to get the heat off. This was one of the major reasons for the 

composition of Hebrews; it was to encourage and challenge them to remain in the 

faith. If they knew the day and hour, these people could stay in Judaism until it was 

about time for the Lord’s return. Then they would just leave Jerusalem and come 

back to Christianity. What a weak faith! Jesus only told His followers that His return 

would be in their generation. He Himself did not know the day or hour. This was to 

challenge the Christians to be alert, on their guard, and on their toes as Mark 13:32 

commands. This is very weak evidence for a future return of Christ. 

The second bit of evidence these authors provide is that everything is in place and 

fulfilled for the return of Christ. Thus Jesus could return at any moment. This is 

what is meant by “near” in the New Testament (Black 212). How this is proper 

hermeneutics is beyond me. If this is true, then the authors are saying that 

everything concerning the coming of Jesus was fulfilled when Peter wrote these 

things except for the actual return of Christ. This really makes Jesus look like a fool. 

He got everything right but His actual return? Their final argument is that “human 

beings are incapable of understanding God’s timetable” (Black 212). Why would 

Jesus prophecy such a cataclysmic event and leave His followers in total darkness 

about when it would take place? Why would everything concerning His return be 

understandable except for the time? This does not seem to match or follow the 

characteristic of a compassionate loving Father. Black offers II Peter 3:8 as proof of 

his point. Donald Nash in a letter to the Christian Standard supported Black’s view. 

His argument concerning this passage was, “…meaning God does not count time as 

we do and make ‘near’ a relative term. Even literally then it has only been less than 

two days. I call that near. My birthday as near, I already have four cards, but it is 

six days away” (Nash 1). Professor Rick Chromey of St. Louis Christian College 

responded: 

"You mentioned your birthday is “near” and you have already received four cards. 

Exactly! When your birthday is about to happen (a time event), there are “signs” of 

the approaching day…. If you told me your birthday was ‘near’ and it didn’t happen 

for another six months, I would say you lied to me, or at best poorly 

misrepresented your birthday (implying that you didn’t know WHEN your birthday 

was!). Jesus told his disciples they wouldn’t know the day or the hour, but He was 

quite clear that THEIR generation would not pass away until ALL these things 

(including His coming) had occurred (Matthew 24:24)." (Chromey 4) 

Where the early Christians and Apostles wrong? They had the spiritual gifts! I 

Corinthians 12:8-11 provides a good list of the spiritual gifts that were in the early 

church; these gifts would be prevalent in the “last days” and then would die off and 

be no more when “that which is perfect is come” (Acts 2:17 & I Corinthians 13:8-10 

ASV). These people had gifts of knowledge, wisdom, performing miracles, healing 
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people, and talking in different languages. Were they mistaken about the return of 

Christ? If so, this is a very poor testimony to the work of the Holy Spirit. The 

Apostles had all these gifts; they were baptized into the Holy Spirit. If the Apostles 

misled the Christians or were wrong about the time of Jesus return, then the Bible 

is not the inspired Word of God. We do not have a hope of salvation if this is true. 

Jesus was wrong and, therefore, could not have been the perfect sacrifice for our 

sins. If Jesus did not return when He said He would, then we are still in the Old 

Covenant age, and we are lost in our sins; we have no eternal hope. Is it really that 

hard to accept Jesus’ words? Is it necessary to say He has not returned? 

After reminding his audience of the words of the prophets and Jesus and of the 

mockers that come in the last days, Peter continues with a reference back to Noah’s 

time. This is common for Peter and writings concerning the coming of Jesus. Peter 

used the flood and the people of that time in I Peter 3:19-22 when showing the 

Christians that Jesus suffered through death. He also ties in Noah and the flood 

with baptism. Jesus also refers to Noah and the flood when He gives the discourse 

in Matthew, Mark, and Luke. It was a lesson for the Christians about a people who 

did not listen to God, or God’s messenger, concerning a judgement that was about 

to come upon them. Given the lifespan of the people in Noah’s time, those who 

were around when Noah first started preaching might have lived to see the great 

flood. This would have been their generation. Why would God have this message 

delivered to them and then bring the judgement upon a generation that was 

thousands of years removed from the preaching of the judgement? This is the case 

for Jesus’ discourse. The judgement was pronounced upon those who had slain the 

prophets and the disciples of Christ; this is learned in Matthew 23. The prophets 

spoke to the Jews. The followers of Jesus were hunted and killed by Jews. Peter 

said in Acts 2:36 that it was Israel who crucified Christ. He proclaims this same 

sentence on the rulers and elders of the people in Acts 4:10. Revelation 1:7 clearly 

shows that those who crucified Christ, “they that pierced him,” would be witnesses 

of Christ’s coming in the clouds. The woman in Revelation 17:6, who is named 

Babylon in verse 5, is “drunk with the blood of the saints, the blood of those who 

bore testimony to Jesus” (NIV). This would be Christians and the Apostles. 

Jerusalem or the Jews were the major persecutors of the Christians; they would be 

drunk with their blood. Once God’s wrath is poured out on this woman or city, the 

saints rejoice in verse 20, “Rejoice over her, O heaven, Rejoice, saints and apostles 

and prophets! God has judged her for the way she treated you” (NIV). They would 

only rejoice if Jerusalem was destroyed; it is the only city that fits all the 

descriptions of “Babylon” in Revelation, because “In her was found the blood of 

prophets and of saints, and of all who have been killed on the earth” (NIV). Peter 

was providing another reminder that they did not want to be in Jerusalem when 

these things came about. 

Verses five, six, and seven talk about the old world and earth. The word for world in 

these verses is kosmos. It means “the world in its orderly arrangement, including 

the inhabitants” (Bray 233). Scofield defines this same word for Matthew 4:8, 

“When used in the N.T. of humanity, the ‘world’ of men, it is organized humanity – 

humanity in families, tribes, nations – which is meant” (Bray 233). It was this world 

that perished and not Earth itself. God did not spare the old world; He brought a 

flood upon it. The world that was then was destroyed by water. But afterwards, the 

earth was still there! Bray contends, “The end of the world was not the destruction 



of the earth, but the destruction of ungodly sinners. This is what Peter meant in II 

Peter 3:7…” (Bray 233). 

In Noah’s time the literal heavens and earth were not destroyed; the people were. 

Peter says in verse seven that the heavens and earth that were then were stored 

up for fire. Does this mean the literal heavens and earth? Black believes so. 

However, it is quite interesting that he would point out that this passage is the only 

one in the Bible that would condemn the entire creation to fire. He says, “The 

teaching that the world will be destroyed by fire is taught only here in the New 

Testament….This passage from Malachi and others like it from the Old Testament 

do not envision a fiery destruction for the whole creation but rather only for 

ungodly people” (Black 213). Is it not obvious to those who read Black’s 

commentary what Peter is talking about? Everywhere else in the Bible, the 

destruction by fire is for people! Why would Peter’s account be any different? Peter 

says specifically in verse two that he was telling them of what the prophets had 

written before. But Black just said that nowhere is there found a destruction of the 

literal earth and heavens by fire. Could it be that Peter did not introduce something 

new here and believed the same things that the prophets believed? Michael Green 

does not think so. He believes that Peter was talking about the “fiery destruction of 

the whole universe” (Green 144). He uses the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah 

as an example of God carrying out this kind of judgement (Green 143). Was the 

whole earth destroyed when God pronounced this judgement? Was it the entire 

world that was destroyed or just the people upon whom the judgement was 

pronounced? N. T. Caton says, “This destruction by fire will occur at the day of 

judgment, at which time perdition will overwhelm ungodly men” (Caton 134). Adam 

Clarke contends for a future fulfillment of these things, yet does not believe that 

the actual physical world will be destroyed. He says, “…that the present earth, 

though destined to be burned up, will not be destroyed, but be renewed and 

refined, purged from all moral and natural imperfections, and made the endless 

abode of blessed spirits” (Clarke 893). 

“Heavens and earth” was used in the Old Testament to refer to people of a nation 

or to the government as the heavens and the common people as the earth. In the 

song of Moses in Deuteronomy 32:1, God is talking to Israel and tells the heavens 

and earth to “give ear” and “hear” (ASV). He is talking to people in that passage. 

This same language is used by Isaiah in Isaiah 1:2. Isaiah also writes this way in 

Isaiah 51:16, “And I have put my words in thy mouth, and have covered thee in 

the shadow of my hand, that I may plant the heavens, and lay the foundations of 

the earth, and say unto Zion, Thou art my people” (ASV). Jeremiah does the same 

thing in Jeremiah 22:29 when he was talking to the people of Judah. In describing 

the judgement about to fall upon the Assyrians, Isaiah uses the language about the 

heavens and earth dissolving in Isaiah 24. The same goes for Idumea in Isaiah 

34:4-5. This is just the heavens and earth dissolving or being destroyed. Jesus also 

used the moon turning to blood, the sun being darkened, the stars falling from the 

sky, and other cataclysmic descriptions. This language is used in other New 

Testament writings as well. If one were to follow a literal interpretation of these 

events as Black and Green have, then history should have been recorded quite 

differently. This language is not only used in Isaiah 24 and 34, but also in chapter 

13, II Samuel 22, and Haggai 2. If these descriptions are literal, the heavens and 

earth have been destroyed and these other things have occurred numerous times in 
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history. Has God recreated the earth and heavens each time? My Bible only has one 

Creation account in it. Don Preston said in his book The Late Great Kingdom, “We 

understand from Peter that in Noah’s day the world, the moral world, or society, 

perished. We understand that Peter foresaw the coming dissolution of another 

society, the Jewish world. This is exactly what happened in 70 A.D.” (Bray 233). 

David P. Crews said in his book Prophecy Fulfilled – God’s Perfect Church: 

"The “heavens and earth” are simply the Jewish religious/political authorities and 

the land of Palestine and the people who lived there. They were the “ungodly men” 

– ungodly because they had rejected and killed the Christ, and still rejected him – 

who were being “kept” (by the gracious mercy of God who wanted all to repent and 

come to him) unto the day of judgment and destruction. This phrasing tells us that 

this is another “day of the Lord” just like the ones we see exampled in the Old 

Testament." (Bray 234) The destruction of the heavens and earth by fire in II Peter 

cannot be taken literally. 

Verse ten says that the “elements” and “the earth and the works” shall be burnt up. 

Is this the literal planet that shall be burnt? It has already been established that 

this is probably not what is referred to. Could it be the end of the Judaic age, which 

has been promoted thus far? The Greek word for elements is stoicheia; this comes 

from the root word stoicheion. Bray defines this word as “something orderly in 

arrangement – element, principle, rudiment” (Bray 240). This word can refer to the 

parts that make up the universe as well as the rudimentary things of religion. Given 

the nature of the text, as previously established, the things of religion would seem 

preferable. However, the word is used four other times in the New Testament. In 

Galatians 4:3 it is translated “rudiments” in the ASV. It says that the people were 

“in bondage under the rudiments of the world.” These are principles or rules and 

not parts of the earth. Galatians 4:9 is the next instance. It is once again translated 

as “rudiments” in the ASV. Paul is talking about the things of the pagan life. He 

says that since they now know God, there is no way they should go back to the 

“weak and beggarly rudiments” where they would be in bondage all over again, the 

bondage mentioned in verse three. The next appearance is Colossians 2:8. Here 

Paul is talking about the rudiments of the world and the traditions of men. This 

cannot be speaking of the physical earth. The verse is a warning to take heed so 

that they would follow the rudiments of Christ and not those of the world. The last 

time the word is used, except for II Peter 3:10, is in Colossians 2:20. This passage 

is talking about the same thing as verse eight of the chapter. Paul talks about 

dieing with Christ and leaving the rudiments of the world. To say that the 

“elements” of II Peter 3:10 are the elements of the physical earth would be very 

inconsistent with Scripture and a difficult argument to uphold. 

The “works” mentioned in the same verse follow on the same lines as the elements 

or rudiments. However, this word actually makes the passage more specific in 

telling which elements or rudiments of the world. Galatians 2:16 and Ephesians 

2:8-22 specifically show that it is no longer by the works of the Law that one is 

saved; it is by faith in Christ and obedience to His commands. These “works” of the 

Law were dissolved, destroyed, and ended in A.D. 70 when the temple and 

Jerusalem were destroyed. People were not allowed back in the city for nearly 

seventy years. There is no way they could truly carry out the works of the Law. 

That age was finished. It was burned up literally. The water in the previous verses 

was literal which could indicate that the fire in this chapter is literal as well. It can 
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also be just a descriptive way of saying destroyed or ended since it is apocalyptic 

language. Either way, that age was ended. Ephesians 2:14-16 says, “For he is our 

peace, who made both one, and brake down the middle wall of partition, having 

abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in 

ordinances; that he might create in himself of the two one new man, so making 

peace; and might reconcile them both to the cross, having slain the enmity 

thereby:” (ASV). The Law was abolished by the sacrifice of Jesus’ flesh on the 

cross. Colossians 2:14,16-17 says, “having blotted out the bond written in 

ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us: and he hath taken it out 

of the way, nailing it to the cross…Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in 

drink, or in respect of a feast day or a new moon or a Sabbath day: which are a 

shadow of the things to come; but the body is Christ’s” (ASV). The works and 

rudiments of the Law were a shadow of the things to come and of what is in Heaven 

(Hebrews 8:1). Hebrews 10:1 says, “The law is only a shadow of the good things to 

come – not the realities themselves” (NIV). Those realities to come were salvation 

and redemption (Hebrews 9:28) and the establishment of His kingdom, the church! 

This was the new heavens and new earth that Peter and the Christians are looking 

forward to in II Peter 3:13. 

Peter says in II Peter 3:13, “But, according to his promise, we look for new heavens 

and a new earth, wherein dewelleth righteousness” (ASV). This new heavens and 

new earth were according to the Lord’s promise. This promise can be found in 

Isaiah 62:12, 65:15,17, 66:22; Galatians 3:29; I Peter 2:9-10; Hebrews 11:10; 

and its fulfillment in Revelation 21 and 22. The Apostle John saw the new heavens 

and new earth and the new Jerusalem coming down from Heaven when he was on 

the island of Patmos in the A.D. 60s. As stated before, these things were to soon 

take place! John describes this holy city as “a bride adorned for her husband” 

(Revelation 21:2 ASV). I have never heard anyone say that the church is not the 

bride of Christ. The analogy is used in Ephesians 5 and Matthew 25. In both stories 

of Matthew 25, which are about the coming of Christ, the “long time” is not any 

longer than an average lifetime. The bridegroom returns to the same virgins He left 

and promised to return, and the master returns to the same slaves that He had 

given the talents to and promised to return. The new city had the twelve Apostles 

as its foundation (Revelation 21:14). The church was founded on the teachings of 

the Apostles (Acts 2:42). But the most important part of this new city is that God 

dwells in and amongst His people! If this has not already happened, then we do not 

have the spirit of God living with us. We do not have the Holy Spirit! Can the church 

survive without the Spirit? God does live with His people! Christ has been united 

with His bride. The end of the old age was the divorce of God from Israel (Jeremiah 

3). Jesus has since married the church. His relationship with her is beautifully 

described in Ephesians 5:22-33. Some argue that this does not fulfill II Peter 3:13 

because the world is not completely righteous. Yes, the world is not completely 

righteous. People are not completely righteous even though they have accepted 

Jesus. They are declared righteous, which is justification, when they receive Jesus 

as Lord. They are then sanctified, made righteous, as they walk and grow closer 

with God. The church is to bring the world closer to God. The world did not have to 

be destroyed and a new one created; the text does not say that the new world is 

completely righteous. This, however, is necessary for a futuristic view because God 

is going to reign physically on Earth; the only way He can do that, according to 
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advocates of a future and literal fulfillment, is if the world is made anew and is 

perfect because God cannot live where there is sin. But the text says that 

righteousness only dwells in the earth when the new heavens and earth come. The 

earth is never said to be completely righteous. This means that righteousness will 

live in the world when this all happens. It can also mean that it will spread out. This 

is the church! God dwells in His people, and His people dwell in the world. This is 

how righteousness dwells in this new world, a world that is under grace and not 

law. Another description of the new Jerusalem is that there is no more death; there 

is no more death for Christians (Revelation 21:4). II Corinthians 1:9-10 says that 

God has saved us from a great death because of His ability to raise people from the 

dead; Jesus arose from the grave and, therefore, has abolished death for the 

Christian; Christians and the church are victorious over death (I Corinthians 15:55-

57). God will also wipe away our tears in this new city (Revelation 21:4) In the 

church God wipes away our tears. There is no sorrow, crying, or pain because of 

the joy and assuredness of eternal life with the Father (Revelation 21:4). There 

have been numerous testimonies of people who have endured pain and suffering 

with joy because of their hope in Jesus. At the end of that list of things that are no 

more, John says, “…the first things are passed away” (Revelation 21:4). The first 

covenant is gone. That age is over! Those heavens and earth have dissolved away. 

We are now in the time of Christ’s reign and kingdom – the church, His body and 

bride! 

This creates a powerful view of the church. Too many futuristic views have placed 

the church as some intermediate substitute until Christ can finish the work He 

started. He said He was going to come back in their generation and set up His 

kingdom, but He got delayed. Those proponents will usually say that He was 

delayed because He wanted to win more souls to Christ. Christ died for the church! 

He sanctified and cleansed her (Ephesians 5:26). The gates of Hades and death 

cannot prevail against the church! (Matthew 16:18). Why would anyone want 

“heaven” to be here on Earth? This author wants to go home to a dwelling place 

with the Father in Heaven (John 14:1-4)! Christ has proven Himself to be the Son 

of God and the divine atonement for our sins by coming when and like He said He 

would. He is reigning on high at the right hand of the Father (Matthew 26:64; Mark 

16:19; Acts 2:33; Romans 8:34; Hebrews 8:1, 12:2; I Peter 3:22)! Christ is the 

Lord (Philippians 2:6-11)! Praise the Lord! 
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A Dozen Reasons Why 2 Peter 3  

Is Not about Planet Destruction 

by Charles S. Meek 

In some translations of 2 Peter 3, we see implied that the planet itself (heavenly 

bodies/elements) will be literally burned up. There are many reasons why this is not 

literally about the physical cosmos, but rather is about the coming events of AD 70 

when God judged Old Covenant Israel. At that time, over a million Jews were 

slaughtered at the hands of the Romans, the temple was destroyed, and along with 

it the last vestiges of the Old Covenant order. 

1. The Bible elsewhere anticipates a never-ending earth (Ecclesiastes 1:4; Psalm 

78:69; 104:5; 148:3-6; Ephesians 3:21). 

2. The context of Peter’s letters and speeches is the utter imminence of the 

culmination of the last days: The end of “all things” was “at hand” per 1 Peter 4:7. 

It was “time for judgment to begin” per 1 Peter 4:17. Peter was living in the last 

days per Acts 2:14-20 and 1 Peter 1:20. 

3. This passage is about the culminating Day of the Lord. The “Day of the Lord” in 

the Bible is ALWAYS about God’s judgments on specific groups of people—not about 

the destruction of the planet: Isaiah 34 (against Edom); Jeremiah 46:10 (against 

named nations); Lamentations 2:22 (against Jerusalem); Ezekiel 13:5 (against 

Israel’s false prophets); Ezekiel 30:2-4 (against Egypt); Amos 5:18-20 (against 

Israel); Obadiah 15 (against Egypt); Malachi 4:5 (against Jerusalem)—not about 

the end of the planet. While the others were fulfilled in Old Testament times, 

Malachi 3:2-5; 4:1-5 ties “burning/ablaze” to the destruction of Jerusalem in AD 

70, which is confirmed by Matthew 3:7, 11, 12; 11:13-16; 13:49-50; 22:7; etc. 

The certain focus of the New Testament Great Judgment is against the first century 

Jews (Matthew 16:27-28; 21:40-45; 23:29-39; 24:1-3, 34; 26:64, etc.)—not 

thousands of years later. 

4. The language about COSMIC DISTURBANCES of the created order is standard 

Hebraic apocalyptic language, used in non-literal terms about THEOLOGICAL OR 

COVENANTAL events, and especially about actual judgments by God on guilty 

groups of people. Take the time look up Isaiah 13:10-13; 19:1-22; 24:23; 29:3-6; 

34:4; Jeremiah 4:23-31; Ezekiel 32:7-8; Joel 2:1-10; 3:15-16; Amos 5:20; 8:8-9; 

Micah 1:2-16, Nahum 1:2-6; and Zephaniah 1:2-18. 

5. It is interesting that the Thessalonian Christians thought that the Day of the Lord 

had already come (2 Thessalonians 2:1-2)! So they had a different understanding 

about the Second Coming and Day of the Lord than modern Christians. They 

believed in a Parousia that could be MISSED—this, even after having Paul’s first 

letter to them concerning the “rapture.” 

6. The language about the New Heaven and New Earth is found also in Isaiah 65-66 

and Revelation 21. In these passages we see that God judges his enemies but 

regular human history continues, in which there is still sin and the need for 

evangelism (Isaiah 66:19-24; Revelation 22:15). It is also found in Matthew 5:17-

18 where Jesus ties the New Heaven and New Earth to the age of grace and 
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dissolution of the Old Testament law, which was clearly about the events of AD 70. 

Thus, the New Heaven and New Earth is not literally about the destruction of the 

planet, but rather about the new covenant. (See my articles in section 

B: http://prophecyquestions.com/…/…/01/articles-by-charles-meek. 

7. The Greek word for “heavenly bodies/elements” (which were to be “burned up”) 

is STOICHEION. Everywhere else in the New Testament that this word is used it is 

about the “elements” of the OLD COVENANT, not strictly physical things (Galatians 

4:3, 9; Colossians 2:8, 20-22; Hebrews 5:12-13). 

8. The Greek word for “burned up” is KATAKAIO, which is otherwise translated as 

“exposed,” “found to deserve judgment,” or “laid bare.” This is appropriate 

language for what happened in AD 70 to the old covenant order. 

9. We are given in the text the comparison of Noah’s day, when only the ungodly 

were destroyed, and Noah and his family were saved from this destruction (cf. 2 

Peter 2:5; Revelation 11:18). This is similar to what happened in AD 70, where God 

took vengeance on Old Covenant Israel for their sins and refusal to accept Jesus. 

10. The “day as a thousand years” language is not literal, otherwise it would be 

nonsense. Thus, it cannot mean that a short time means a long time. A “thousand” 

in the Bible is often used as a symbolic term of completeness. Peter is saying that 

covenantal completeness was coming soon. 

11. Peter told his readers in verses 11-13 that THEY were to be looking for the 

coming Day of the Lord. If we are to receive a message as to the timing of the 

events in the statement about a thousand years being as a day, we submit that it 

means the opposite of what futurists think. Peter meant that the expected events 

were a short time into the future, especially given the other imminence passages in 

his epistles. 

12. The imminence of Peter’s warning is evident from his warning to the “scoffers.” 

It seems that certain scoffers (2 Peter 3:3) were deriding Christians, claiming that 

Jesus had not come as He had promised in their generation (Matthew 24:34). Peter 

retorted, “The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promises.” (2 Peter 3:9) Peter was 

telling the scoffers that they should not make the mistake of believing Jesus had 

overlooked his promise to return while some of them were alive (Matthew 16:27-

28; 26:64). He was warning the scoffers in no uncertain terms that “the Day of the 

Lord” would come and that it would come upon those very scoffers “as a thief in the 

night” (Matthew 24:34-43, 1 Thessalonians 5:2-4; Revelation 16:15; 22:6-20). The 

perceived delay or “slackness” was simply God’s patience toward all who would 

come to repentance and be saved in the last days of the Old Covenant Age (2 Peter 

3:3, 9-10). 

Finally, some questions: Does the thought of a burning planet somehow give you 

hope? What about the people who would be destroyed that had not yet had time to 

come to know Jesus? Does this sound like a God who promised not to destroy the 

earth (Genesis 9:11)? 
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II Peter 3: 

Destruction of the Universe or Destruction of Jerusalem? 

By Samuel G. Dawson 

copyrighted © 1997 

A verse-by-verse study of II Peter 3 shows how our ignorance of the Old Testament 

often causes us to jump to false conclusions about this important chapter. While 

many people believe this chapter deals with the destruction of the universe, the 

author proves that it prophesies about the destruction of Jerusalem. 

This booklet offers a brief study of II Peter 3. Although for many years the author, 

along with most Bible students now, believed this chapter dealt with the final 

advent of Christ, he now believes it deals with the destruction of Jerusalem. This, 

however, does not make his position right, but he hopes you will at least examine 

this position to see if it doesn’t deal with the text more accurately than his 

previously held, and the more popular, position. 

Introduction to II Peter 

II Peter is, of course, the second of two books written by the apostle Peter shortly 

before the destruction of Jerusalem. Scholars generally date the books about 66-67 

A.D. The theme of I Peter is hope, i.e., it was written to instill hope in Christians 

who underwent severe persecution in those years. The theme of II Peter is 

knowledge, the knowledge to combat certain false teachers of the time. Chapter 

One deals with the importance of knowledge, Chapter Two with the character of the 

false teachers, and Chapter Three with the character of their false teaching. The 

false teachers were denying the coming of Christ, and it is about this coming we 

now concern ourselves. Was Jesus coming in the person of the Roman army to 

destroy Jerusalem in 70 A.D., or was he coming at the end of time? 

II Peter 3 is a more detailed account of the judgment Peter had already touched 

upon in I Pet. 4.7-19. In the context of I Peter, Peter said that "the end of all things 

is at hand," (verse 7). He spoke of "the fiery trial among you, which cometh upon 

you to prove you," (verse 12). He spoke of the "revelation of his [Jesus’] glory," 

(verse 13). This corresponds to Mt. 24.30, where Jesus had described the 

destruction of Jerusalem as a coming in glory, which would occur in that generation 

(Mt. 24.34). Peter also said, "for the time is come for judgment to begin at the 

house of God," (verse 17). In verse 18 he asked, "And if the righteous is scarcely 

saved, where shall the ungodly and sinner appear?" In verse 19 he said, 

"Wherefore let them also that suffer according to the will of God commit their souls 

in well-doing unto a faithful Creator." Thus, I Peter deals with an imminently 

upcoming judgment that would seriously affect the children of God. II Peter occurs 

in this same context of imminent judgment. Does it deal with the same judgment 

as I Peter, the destruction of Jerusalem, or does it deal with a totally new subject, 

an advent of Christ at the end of time? Does it describe the end of Judaism, as 

discussed in Matthew 24, or does it describe the end of the planet and astronomical 

heavens, as we so often hear it portrayed?  

To investigate the answers to these questions is the purpose of this booklet. 



Brief Commentary on II Peter 3 

We now give a brief verse-by-verse commentary on this chapter. 

Verse 1: This is now, beloved, the second epistle that I write unto you; and in both 

of them I stir up your sincere mind by putting you in remembrance; 

This verse shows how we know this is the second letter. Peter stated the purpose: 

to stir up their minds, to keep their thinking on the right track. Then Peter 

proceeded to admonish Christians to study: 

Verse 2: that ye should remember the words which were spoken before by the holy 

prophets, and the commandment of the Lord and Saviour through your apostles: 

Here Peter commanded Christians to be serious students of the holy prophets—the 

Old Testament, as well as the teaching of the apostles—the New Testament. If 

someone now denied that Christians should study the teaching of the apostles, the 

commandment of the Lord and Saviour, we would surely take issue. Do we argue 

as vigorously if someone says Christians today don’t need to study seriously the 

holy prophets who spoke before? Usually not, hence our problems with interpreting 

much of the New Testament—we don’t know nearly enough about the Old 

Testament! In verse 8, Peter quoted Ps. 90.4; in verse 13, he quoted from Isaiah 

concerning the new heavens and new earth. Without familiarity with these Old 

Testament prophets, we’re not the calibre of Christians to whom this letter was 

written originally. That makes us apt to fall for just any interpretation offered to us. 

Peter made three great statements about a Christian’s relation to the Old 

Testament. In I Pet. 1.12, he implied the Old Testament was written more for us 

than for the Old Testament people themselves. In II Pet. 1.19 he commanded 

Christians to study it, and here in II Pet. 3.2, he again commanded Christians to 

study the Old Testament. This lack of in-depth understanding of the holy prophets 

is probably one important way we don’t imitate New Testament Christians. Thus, 

our ignorance makes it easy for us to jump to false conclusions that the Christians 

of Peter’s day wouldn’t have embraced. 

We now ask the logical question: Where did the Old Testament prophets speak of a 

final advent of Christ at the end of time? Of course, premillennialists think many 

such passages exist, but we deny it. All the Old Testament prophecies were fulfilled 

in Christ’s birth, life, ministry, death, resurrection, ascension, rule over his 

kingdom, and the severance of the wicked Jews from that kingdom. We know of no 

specific Old Testament prophecy that reaches beyond the fall of the Roman empire. 

The scope of this booklet is not to refute premillenialism and its misuse of Old 

Testament prophecy, as we have already done in Denominational Doctrines: 

Explained, Examined, and Exposed. Rather, our purpose is to examine whether II 

Peter 3 reaches beyond the destruction of Jerusalem. 

The Old Testament prophets taught many times about the destruction of Jerusalem 

by the Romans. Malachi did in chapters 3 and 4. John the Baptist did in Mt. 3.10-

11. Isaiah did as well. Thus, the coming of the Lord of which Peter spoke may easily 

be seen to be the Lord’s coming spoken of by Jesus in his generation (Mt. 24.34), 

i.e., the destruction of Jerusalem discussed by the Old Testament prophets. 

Peter then warned of false teachers coming in the last days: 



Verse 3: knowing this first, that in the last days mockers shall come with mockery, 

walking after their own lusts, 

What does "last days" mean? Many times, we hear it applied to the entire period of 

time beginning at the first Pentecost after the resurrection of Christ until now. 

In Ac. 2.17, Peter said that what happened on Pentecost was what Joel wrote about 

when he wrote about the last days. Have we now had about two thousand years of 

last days, i.e., the time of the Messiah’s rule, or were these the last days of 

Judaism? Unless II Pet. 3.3 is the exception, the last days spoken of in the New 

Testament are the last days of Judaism, i.e., the time from the coming of John the 

Baptist to the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70. For example, see I Pet. 

1.20 where God’s son was manifested in the flesh in the last days. He wasn’t 

manifested after his rule began, but in the last days of Judaism. In Heb. 1.2, Jesus 

fully and finally spoke in the last days. Again, this is not after Pentecost, but in the 

last days of Judaism. In Isa. 2.2 and Dan. 2.28-45, prophets said the kingdom of 

the Messiah would begin in the last days and during the Roman Empire. This is 

easily seen to be the last days of Judaism, not the two thousand years since 

Pentecost. In Heb. 9.16, 26, Christ’s blood was to ratify the new covenant in the 

last days. This is the last days of Judaism, not the time following Pentecost. In Joel 

2.28 and Ac. 2.17, the Spirit was to be poured out in the last days, i.e., during the 

last days of Judaism, not throughout the Messiah’s rule since Pentecost. Peter 

warned of the false teachers of his day, whose character he had just described in II 

Peter 2. In Dan. 9.24-27, 12.4, 13, Mt. 24.3, 13f, and Ac. 2.19-21, we see that the 

last days were when Jerusalem was to fall totally. Thus, most probably the last 

days are the last days of Judaism, not the age of the Messiah’s reign since 

Pentecost. 

Peter said that in the last days of Judaism, the time when he was writing this very 

letter, that mockers would come. A mocker plays like children, or trifles with 

something, as opposed to engaging in serious argument or debate. Peter continued 

with an example of the mockery: 

Verse 4: and saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for, from the day that the 

fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of the 

creation. 

These men were Jewish scoffers, their fathers were the Jewish fathers. Christ had 

promised an imminent return in Mt. 10.23, 16.28, 26.64, and Lk. 21.27-33 in which 

he would destroy Jerusalem. He said this coming would come to pass in that 

generation, Mt. 24.34. Stephen confirmed this coming, Ac. 6.4 ("we heard him say 

that this Jesus of Nazareth shall destroy this place"), and so did the author of 

Hebrews in 10.37 ("For yet a very little while, He that cometh shall come, and shall 

not tarry"). Even James in Jas. 5.7-11 taught it ("coming," verse 7, "at hand," 

verse 8, "the judge standeth before the doors," verse 9, so "be patient and wait for 

the lord’s coming," verse 7). These Jewish scoffers now said, "It’s been thirty-five 

years since Jesus made the promise. Jesus preached it; the apostles did; we’ve 

been preaching this; we’ve been waiting; and things keep going right on. Since he 

hasn’t come in thirty-five years, he won’t come!" These men were not looking for 

something far off, the way we many times use the passage, but for something in 

their generation. Peter next showed the fallacy of their position: 



Verse 5: For this they willfully forget, that there were heavens from of old, and an 

earth compacted out of water and amidst water, by the word of God; 

This verse illustrates the free will of man. These men exercised free will by working 

and striving to forget. They were willing to forget the heavens and earth from of old 

which were to pass away. Notice: this is the heavens and earth that existed before 

the flood of Noah’s day. 

Verse 6: by which means the world that then was, being overflowed with water, 

perished: 

The old world perished by the same means by which God created it—by God. Notice 

that the world that then perished, the old heavens and earth was not the globe and 

sky. They were still there as Peter wrote, but he spoke of the old world order. 

Likewise, the planet and stars Peter lived on and under were the same planet and 

stars Noah lived on and under. Accordingly, the earth and heavens that passed 

away were not the planet and stars, but the corrupt pre-flood order. The planet and 

stars Peter lived on and under are the same planet and stars we live on and under. 

Consequently, the earth and heavens that are about to pass away in II Peter 3 are 

not the planet and stars, but the religious order Peter was living under, i.e., 

Judaism. 

Old Heavens and Earth vs. New Heavens and Earth 

Old Testament writers used the passing of an old heavens and earth and the 

coming in of a new heavens and earth to speak of the passing away of one social 

order and the bringing in of another. For example, in Isa. 34.1-4, Isaiah said it of 

Edom. For Edom, the old heavens and earth passed away, and a new set came in 

when Edom was destroyed. In Isa. 51.4-7, Isaiah said the same of Israel. God took 

away the order with which they were familiar, and brought in a new one, restored, 

purified Israel. In Isa. 65.16-17, physical Israel would pass away, and a new order 

beyond the first coming of Christ, the Messiah’s rule over Christians, would 

come. Haggai 2.6f contains the same language, which Heb. 12.27 quotes as fulfilled 

in the late 60s when Hebrews was written—the same time II Peter was written! II 

Peter 3.1-14 depicts the same change of order. Revelation 21 depicts the passing of 

the old order of Christians persecuted to the new order of Christians enthroned in 

the new order described in Revelation 21-22, the heavenly reward of the martyrs. 

The judgment in Noah’s day was typical of the judgment on Jerusalem in the first 

century. Both were escapable judgments. Jesus even paralleled the two 

judgments, Mt. 24.37ff. Both judgments took the wicked away, and not the 

righteous. Both were world-wide events, for Jews from all over the world were in 

Jerusalem when it fell. This was because the city was besieged at the time of the 

Passover (Josephus, Wars, 6, 9, 3.) 

Peter continued by saying: 

Verse 7: but the heavens that now are, and the earth, by the same word have been 

stored up for fire, being reserved against the day of judgment and destruction of 

ungodly men. 

When Peter spoke of the heavens and earth that "are" to him in 66-67 A.D., he 

lived on the same globe and under the same sky as Noah, and that we do. He 



spoke of the old order of Judaism. The three "heaven and earth" systems of which 

Peter spoke are illustrated in the chart on the next page. 

Malachi foretold that Jerusalem was stored up for fire (chapters 3-4), as did John 

the Baptist (Mt. 3.10-11), and Jesus (Mt. 16.27-28, Mt. 24). God would not use a 

flood to destroy the order of Peter’s day. It would be burned out. 

That the old order of Judaism was stored up for fire meant its national overthrow. 

In Isa. 33.14, speaking of the destruction of Assyria by Babylon, God used terms 

like "consuming fire, everlasting burning." In Jer. 4.4, God spoke of the destruction 

of Israel when he said she would "burn with none to quench it," i.e., unquenchable 

fire. Amos 5.6 describes the destruction of Israel by Assyria in the same terms. See 

also Isa. 66.24, where Isaiah described the church victorious over its enemies in 

the same terms. 

Thus, fire was to be the Jews’ fate, as Peter described it. It was so preached in the 

first gospel sermon in Ac. 2.17ff, when Peter quoted from Joel: "blood, fire, and 

columns of smoke." John the Baptist spoke of it (Mt. 3.10-11). Jesus himself said, 

"I came to bring fire on the earth (land)," Lk. 12.49. James 5.3 and I Thes. 

2.16 say the same thing. Last, the fiery fate of Sodom was also a type of 

Jerusalem’s fate, Lk. 17.29f. History confirms that Jerusalem was burned to the 

ground. 

This was the day of judgment for Judaism. Peter had so spoken of it in his first 

epistle, I Pet. 4.12-17. In Mt. 16.27-28, Jesus said this judgment would take place 

while some of his apostles were still alive. Jesus spoke of the destruction of 

Jerusalem as a day of judgment, Mt. 25.32. (Read a detailed discussion of Matthew 

25 in the author’s Denominational Doctrines: Explained, Examined, Exposed, 

chapter entitled "Matthew 24.") 

Verse 8: But forget not this one thing, beloved, that one day is with the Lord as a 

thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. 

When Peter said that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, he didn’t say 

you can substitute one thousand years for one day wherever you want to. One 

might say one day equals one thousand years. Consequently, two days equal two 

thousand years. So 365 days equal 365,000 years. Therefore, one year equals 

365,000 years.and one year equals 365,000 years, which also equals one day! You 

can’t have it both ways, literally. Peter spoke as the Psalmist in Ps. 90.4, when he 

said: 

For a thousand years in thy sight are like yesterday when it passes by, or as a 

watch in the night. 

A watch in the night was generally three hours. The psalmist said one thousand 

years to God is like three hours, i.e., time doesn’t mean that much to God. If I 

borrow twenty dollars from you, and I haven’t paid you back in 35 years, you would 

write the debt off. Peter said these false teachers had better not do that with God. 

Peter told why in the next verse: 

Verse 9: The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some count slackness; 

but is longsuffering to you-ward, not wishing that any should perish, but that all 

should come to repentance. 



Peter explained that the reason Christ hadn’t come and destroyed Jerusalem was 

not because God was slack, i.e., he was not loitering around, or "goofing off." He 

hadn’t forgotten his promise. The reason Christ hadn’t come was because of his 

longsuffering. 

Paul, in Rom. 2.4, said that the longsuffering of God works repentance. If God 

destroyed us immediately when we sinned, none of us would be alive. If He waited 

five minutes after we sinned to destroy us, we still wouldn’t be alive. We want 

longer, unless of course, someone sins against us, then perhaps we don’t want so 

long! Why does God wait at all? He wants people to change their minds, not 

because He forgot. 

Peter said that God didn’t want any to perish. This is the same perishing of which 

Jesus spoke in Lk. 13.3, "Except ye repent, ye shall all in like manner perish." 

There, he warned the Jews of his day: "He will avenge them speedily." Then Peter 

gave three reasons for God’s delay. Verse 8 speaks of God’s timeless existence, 

verse 9 refers to his longsuffering, and verse 10 states that the Jews’ cup of iniquity 

had to be full, just like the Canaanites in Gen. 15.16 before they were destroyed, 

and Jonah 3.2ff, when God gave a forty-day delay that Nineveh might repent. 

Verse 10: But the day of the Lord will come as a thief: in the which the heavens 

shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall be dissolved with fervent 

heat, and the earth and the works that are therein shall be burned up. 

Peter said the day of the Lord would come. The false teachers were wrong, it would 

come. The Old Testament, with the exception of the sabbath day, uses the term 

"day of the Lord" nearly exclusively of national judgment. In Isa. 13.6-9, Babylon 

received "destruction from the Almighty" on such a day. In Ezk. 30.3, 10 Egypt did. 

In Joel 1.15, Israel was to see just such a day, just twenty years off. In Joel 2.1, 

Israel was to see a day of the Lord, the very one of which John the Baptist, Jesus, 

and Peter spoke. In Obadiah 1.5, Edom was to see such a day. In Zeph. 1.14f, 

Judah would see "the great day of the Lord," when Babylon destroyed her in 586 

B.C. So was the upcoming destruction of Jerusalem a "day of the Lord," as Peter 

said in Ac. 2.17ff (cf. Joel 2.31f, 3.14-17), and our Lord himself in Mt. 24.27, 30. 

Saying that the day of the Lord would "come as a thief," Peter recognized thieves 

don’t send cards saying, "I plan to be in your neighborhood at 10:00 p.m. Tuesday 

night. Please have everything ready." Though we don’t know when the next thief is 

coming, that doesn’t mean we can’t have everything ready! The thief’s coming will 

not be by invitation or announcement. Peter said the Lord’s coming would not be by 

invitation or announcement, either. Jesus gave the same warning about the 

destruction of Jerusalem in Mt. 24.43 and Lk. 21.34-36. 

When Peter said the heavens would pass away, he used language common in the 

Old Testament to speak of the overthrow of political powers. In Isa. 14.12f, the fall 

of the ruler of Babylon was spoken of as a falling star. In Isa. 13.10, 13, 19, Isaiah 

used such language to describe the fall of Babylon; in Isa. 34.4, the fall of Edom. 

In Isa. 51.6, the nation of Israel would so fall. In Joel 3.16, the fall of Jerusalem 

after the Messiah was foretold in such words. Peter said it would be so with the 

destruction of Jerusalem. Peter had said the same thing in Ac. 2.19ff, when he 

quoted Joel. 2.28-32 in the first gospel sermon. Haggai used the same language 



in Hag. 2.6, quoted in Heb. 12.26-28 to speak of the imminent destruction of 

Jerusalem. Jesus used the same language in Mt. 24.39-42 and Lk. 21.26, 11. 

When Peter said "the elements shall melt with fervent heat," we quickly think of 

elements which consist of atoms, and that Peter spoke of the conflagration of our 

whole universe. The word elements is given for the Greek word stoicheion, which 

occurs seven times in the New Testament. In Heb. 5.12 it stands for the rudiments 

of Judaism, as seen in Heb. 6.4-6. In Gal. 4.3, it depicts the rudiments of the world, 

for those under the law of Moses, the rudiments of Judaism. In Gal. 4.9, it 

represents the weak and beggarly rudiments, identified as the days, months, 

seasons, and years of Judaism. In Col. 2.20, it denotes the rudiments of the world, 

probably Gnostic borrowing from Judaism. In none of these passages does anyone 

think of atomic elements. Then Peter used it in II Pet. 3.10, 12, where the idea 

comes nearly automatically to mind. No, it’s the rudimentary principles of Judaism 

again, the priesthood, the temple, it’s sacrifices, the city of Jerusalem, and the 

genealogies. All were swept away in the destruction which was imminently to occur. 

Peter said they would be dissolved. Dissolved here comes from luo, used in Eph. 

2.14, "broken down the middle wall" between Jews and Gentiles, again speaking of 

the destruction of Judaism’s constraints between Jews and Gentiles. It’s also the 

word used in I Jn. 3.8, where John said that Christ was "manifested to destroy the 

works of the devil." 

When Peter said the earth (that then was) and the works (that were therein) were 

to be burned up, he spoke of the same refining of Israel that John the Baptist had 

announced in Mt. 3.10-12, the burning up of the chaff. Malachi foretold this refining 

process in Mal. 3.2-5, 4.1-6. "Earth" here may also be "land." See, for example, Lk. 

21.26, 23 where the same term means the land of Israel. 

Next Peter turned his attention to the lessons that could be learned from the 

heavens and earth passing away: 

Verse 11: Seeing that these things are thus all to be dissolved, what manner of 

persons ought ye to be in all holy living and godliness, 

Peter here spoke of the dissolving (literally, tearing up, breaking down) of these 

things, i.e, the earth and the works that then were. Whether he spoke of the 

destruction of Jerusalem or a final advent of Christ, the message was the 

same: Get prepared! He asked, "What manner of persons ought you to be?" He 

used a word which literally means "of what country should you be?" We might ask 

this same question in this way, "If the United States is about to wipe out Cuba, of 

what country should you be?" Not Cuba! Likewise, the Jews to whom Peter wrote 

had better not be of physical Israel, of Judaism, for God would destroy it. 

Likewise, the author of Hebrews mentioned the faithful father of the Jews, who 

were "strangers and pilgrims on the earth." Paul also reminded Christians in Phil. 

3.20 that "our citizenship is in heaven; whence also we wait for a saviour, the Lord 

Jesus Christ." This is the manner of person Peter said they ought to be in all holy 

living and godliness. In other words, both their actions and their attitudes should be 

prepared. Peter continued his admonition: 



Verse 12: looking for and earnestly desiring the coming of the day of God, by 

reason of which the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall 

melt with fervent heat? 

This "looking for and earnestly desiring the day of God" is the same as Jesus’ 

exhortations to watchfulness in Mt. 24.44ff. The day of God has to be the 

destruction of Jerusalem rather than a final advent for two reasons: First, they 

couldn’t look for a final advent of Christ, for there are no signs given of a final 

advent at the end of time. Second, the final advent wasn’t near in Peter’s day! 

However, Peter’s audience could look for the destruction of Jerusalem, for Jesus 

had given signs, Mt. 24.3-15, 32-45 and Lk. 12.56, 21.28. In Heb. 10.25, the 

author of Hebrews also said his Jewish readers could see the day drawing nigh! 

Peter then mentioned that the heavens being on fire would be dissolved. These 

were the old heavens of Peter’s day, the old heavens and earth, the old order. Peter 

said it would be on fire, and be dissolved. These were expressions similar to those 

already used to describe the change from the old order to the new, like Edom and 

physical Israel in the Old Testament. 

Peter then described the new order which would replace the old which was about to 

pass away: 

Verse 13: But, according to his promise, we look for new heavens and a new earth, 

wherein dwelleth righteousness. 

This new heavens and new earth were not a new planet and skies, any more than 

the new heavens and earth after Noah were a new planet and skies. Peter spoke of 

the new order of things after the destruction of Jerusalem, the victorious church 

having weathered Jewish persecution, victorious Chrsitians withstanding potential 

eradication by Jews. In Isa. 65.17 we have the new heavens and new earth 

identified as Jerusalem. Hebrews 12.22 tells us this was new Jerusalem, the New 

Testament church victorious. Isaiah 66.22 also spoke of new Jerusalem, telling of 

the days of the work of the apostles, Ac. 3.18-24. Peter told Christians of his day to 

look for this new order, not implying that Christ did not yet rule, but that his rule 

had not been completely vindicated by the destruction of the old order. Thus, 

in Dan. 7.18, 22, under persecution in the Roman empire, Christians were in the 

kingdom before the enemy was destroyed, but when the enemy was finally 

destroyed, then they possessed the kingdom. It was not only prophesied that the 

kingdom was unshakable, but also that it would be proven. 

Peter then made the application to the lives of his readers: 

Verse 14: Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for these things, give diligence 

that ye may be found in peace, without spot and blameless in his sight. 

Again, these instructions could not refer to a final advent of Christ, for there was 

nothing pertaining to that event that first-century Christians could "look for." 

However, in Matthew 24-25, with its parallel passages, as well as in I Peter, many 

instructions to watchfulness had been given concerning the destruction of 

Jerusalem. 

Peter continued the application to the lives of his readers: 



Verse 15: And account that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation; even as our 

beloved brother Paul also, according to the wisdom given to him, wrote unto you; 

The imminent judgment Peter spoke of was indeed written of by Paul. For example, 

in Rom. 2.6 Paul warned of a "day of wrath" coming on the Jews of his day. 

In Rom. 13.11-12, he said, "The day is at hand," when speaking of their imminent 

judgment. In I Corinthians, Paul warned of a coming judgment on Jews in 1.7, 

3.15, 4.5, 5.5, 7.29-31, and 10.11. In Phil. 4.5, Paul warned, "The Lord is at hand." 

Modernists oftentimes think Paul (and even Jesus) were mistaken about how 

imminent Jesus’ coming in judgment was. No, the modernists are mistaken. John 

the Baptist, Jesus, Paul, and Peter all warned of a coming conflagration which would 

wipe out the Jewish religion for its apostasy. Peter affirmed that he wasn’t teaching 

anything that Paul hadn’t taught already. 

Peter then commented on the quality of Paul’s teaching: 

Verse 16: as also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things; wherein are 

some things hard to be understood, which the ignorant and unstedfast wrest, as 

they do also the other scriptures, unto their own destruction. 

We can take heart from this comment. If the apostle Peter thought Paul’s writing 

contained some difficulties, we ought not to be surprised if some of them seem 

difficult to us. 

Peter concluded with exhortations to faithfulness in view of the coming imminent 

judgment on the Jewish nation: 

Verse 17: Ye therefore, beloved, knowing these things beforehand, beware lest, 

being carried away with the error of the wicked, ye fall from your own stedfastness. 

Verse 18: But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 

Christ. To him be the glory both now and for ever. Amen. 

Conclusion 

As we’ve seen, the purpose of Peter’s words in this chapter was to warn faithful 

people of his time concerning the approaching physical judgment so they could 

escape it. Eusebius, a third-century historian, wrote of the early Jerusalem church: 

The whole body, however, of the church at Jerusalem, having been commanded by 

a divine revelation given to men of approved peity therefore before the war 

removed from the city and dwelt at a certain town beyond the Jordan, called Pella. 

(Pamphilus Eusebius, The Ecclesiastical History, translated by C. F. Cruse 

[Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott and Company, 1869], lib. 3, chapter 6.) 

So, in a siege of Jerusalem where 1.1 million Jews perished and another 2.5 million 

were taken into slavery, not one faithful individual who heeded the warnings of 

John the Baptist, Jesus, Paul and Peter perished. 

Thus, both the harmony of O.T. passages with the N.T. and history, indicate that II 

Peter 3 refers to the destruction of Jerusalem. To use these passages to teach 

about the destruction of the universe at the end of time is to rip them out of their 

context, not only in Jesus’ and Paul’s teaching, but also the whole Bible. 

[source: http://www.preteristarchive.com/Modern/1997_dawson_ii-peter-3.html] 
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2 Peter 3:5-13: A Preterist Commentary 

https://revelationrevolution.org/2-peter-3-5-13a-preterist-commentary/ 

In this preterist commentary on 2 Peter 3:5-13, the reader will be exposed to first 

century natural and supernatural events that point to the destruction of heaven and 

earth by fire.  The prophecies concerning the destruction of heaven and earth in the 

prophets, 2 Peter 3 and Revelation are written in an apocalyptic style.  Apocalyptic 

literature is similar to poetry and is thus not strictly literal.  Whenever a nation is 

conquered and destroyed by a foreign army, the Bible frequently portrays this 

tragic event in the language of the destruction of heaven and earth.  The fall of 

Babylon, Israel, Egypt and Edom in the sixth century B.C. are each depicted 

together with the destruction of heaven in Isaiah, Jeremiah and Ezekiel. Just as the 

sky was not literally and physically destroyed at the fall of these great nations in 

the sixth century B.C., the sky was also not physically destroyed during Israel’s first 

century war with Rome.  

Though the prophecies concerning the destruction of heaven and earth are 

apocalyptic in style and thus not strictly literal, there is a literal core of truth to 

these prophecies. Throughout the Bible, “earth” represents Israel.  See In the 

Bible “Earth” Signifies the Specific Land Addressed While “Sea” Symbolizes 

Foreign Nations. The destruction of Israel, the earth, began shortly thereafter 

when the Roman army arrived, crushed the Jewish revolt, burned the province and 

left Israel a charred wasteland.  Therefore, the destruction of the earth 

representing Israel by fire predicted in 2 Peter 3 was fulfilled in Rome’s scorched 

earth policy during the Jewish War.  Furthermore, at the final supernatural and 

miraculous appearance of Christ at the death of the beast, a famous catastrophe 

hurled fire into the sky and upon the earth; darkened the sun, moon and stars; and 

killed untold numbers.  In Roman History 60.23.5, Cassius Dio says that those that 

witnessed the event believed that all of heaven and earth had been 

destroyed:“[T]hose close at hand, believed that the whole world was being turned 

upside down, that the sun was disappearing into the earth and that the earth was 

being lifted to the sky.”  What famous event at the death of the beast also fulfilled 

these prophecies in a shockingly literal way?  The historical fulfillment of these 

verses is discussed below. 

The following may seem unbelievable.  However, all information is taken from 

unbiased historical records and is easily verifiable.  Sources listed at the end. 

The Destruction of Heaven and Earth in the 

First Century 

According to Genesis 1, the earth was a water world 

before its creation. 

5But they deliberately forgot that long ago by God’s 

word the heavens existed and the earth was formed 

out of water and by water.  6By these waters also 

the world of that time was deluged and 

destroyed.  7By the same word the present heavens and earth are reserved for fire, 

being kept for the day of judgment and destruction of the ungodly.   
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2 Peter 3:5-6 Commentary: In Revelation, Earth represents Israel, 

while Sea represents Gentile Rome.  This Symbolism pictures the Roman 

Conquest of Israel as a Metaphorical Flood preceding the Creation of the 

New Earth in the same way that the Earth was created in Genesis 1:2. 

In Genesis 1:2, the spirit of God hovers over the waters before the creation of the 

earth.  As is the case in Genesis 1 and Genesis 7-8, floods commonly precede the 

separation of the waters at the creation of the earth or the creation of a new 

earth.  As is implied in Daniel 11:10, Daniel 11:40, and Nahum 1:8, floods are 

often used in the Bible as a metaphor for an invading army.[4]   The fact that 

military conquest is symbolized in flood imagery in the Bible serves an important 

literary purpose.  These symbolic floods by means of military conquest signify the 

precreation water world of Genesis 1:2 before the creation of a new earth or 

land.  It is perhaps for this reason that throughout the Revelation and much of the 

rest of the Bible, earth denotes Israel (Isaiah 1:1-3; 24-27; Jeremiah 51:24-25), 

while sea represents foreign nations, specifically Gentile Rome in Revelation (Daniel 

7; 9:26; 11:10, 40; Psalm 65:7; 144:7, Isaiah 8:7-8; 17:12; 60:5; Jeremiah 46:7-

8; 47:1-2; 51:55-56; Ezekiel 26:3; Nahum 1:8; Revelation 17:15).  See In the 

Bible “Earth” Signifies the Specific Land Addressed While “Sea” Symbolizes 

Foreign Nations.  This symbolism in which Rome represents the sea and Israel, 

the earth, in Revelation never varies because it depicts Rome’s conquest and 

destruction of Israel during the Jewish War as the desolate precreation water world 

which preceded the creation of heaven and earth in Genesis 1.  And just as a flood 

preceded the creation of heaven and earth in Genesis 1, a metaphorical flood also 

preceded the creation of a new heaven and earth after the Jewish War.  This new 

heaven and earth is the New Jerusalem of Revelation 21 and Revelation 22.1 

A Covenant Eschatology Interpretation and Commentary of 2 Peter 3:6-

7: Was the Fire of 2 Peter 3:7-13 Literal? 

In 2 Peter 3:7, Peter then goes on to predict the destruction of heaven and earth by 

fire.  It is occasionally supposed in preterist circles that because the sky and earth 

were not actually annihilated in A.D. 70 that the fire mentioned in the following vs. 

must not be literal.  This view has a major exegetical problem.  In 2 Peter 3:6 Peter 

reminds his audience that the earth was once destroyed by water during Noah’s 

flood (Genesis 7).  If one believes that the waters and flood of Noah’s time was a 

literal flood which literally destroyed the earth whether in a local or global sense, 

one is also compelled to believe that the fire that destroys the earth in 2 Peter 3:7 

must also be literal.  You cannot have literal waters in 2 Peter 3:6 without also 

having literal fire in 2 Peter 3:7-13.  Was the fire of 2 Peter 3:7-13 literal? 

Yes.  As part of the Roman scorched-earth policy, Josephus records the fact that 

the Romans literally destroyed the cities and much of the countryside of Israel, the 

earth, by fire during the Jewish War.  Having addressed the literal destruction of 

the earth by fire, let us now address what was actually destroyed at this time in 

addition to its covenantal significance and meaning. 

8 But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a 

thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day. 9 The Lord is not slow in 

keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. Instead he is patient with you, 

not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.  
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Preterism, A Commentary of 2 Peter 3:8-9: “With the Lord a day is like a 

thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day.” 

Though Jesus promised to return “soon” throughout the New Testament, Christians 

still awaiting the second coming often cite v. 8 as a way to justify the unexpected 

delay of Christ’s coming. Because “a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand 

years are like a day” to the Lord, perhaps Jesus’ use of “soon” and “at hand” to 

describe His future return at the end of the age should be understood in light of 

God’s timing?  There a significant problem with this logic.  James Stuart Russell 

writes the following in his famous book, The Parousia: 

It is sometimes said that the whole period between the incarnation and the end of 

the world is regarded in the New Testament as ‘the end of the age.’  But this bears 

a manifest incongruity in its very front.  How could the end of a period be a long 

protracted duration? Especially how could it be longer than the period of which it is 

the end?  More time has already elapsed since the incarnation than from the giving 

of the law to the first coming of Christ: so that, on this hypothesis, the end of the 

age is a great deal longer than the age itself.2 

10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a 

roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything done in it 

will be laid bare.  11Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of 

people ought you to be? You ought to live holy and godly lives 12 as you look 

forward to the day of God and speed its coming. That day will bring about the 

destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat. 13 But in 

keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, 

where righteousness dwells. 

A Covenant Eschatology Interpretation and Commentary–Why the Melting of the 

Elements in 2 Peter 3:12 is Not What it May Seem: At the Time in Which 2 Peter 

was written there were only believed to be Four Elements: Earth, Air, Water and 

Fire.  Of these Elements Only Water as Ice Melts from Fire.  Thus the Melting of the 

Elements Cannot Refer to Physical Elements.    

At first glance it might appear that 2 Peter 3:7-13 is describing a literal 

conflagration of the earth and sky in which the physical elements will literally melt 

from the heat.  The “elements” in these verses which are said in 2 Peter 3:12 to 

“melt in the heat” are not likely to be the physical elements of the periodic table 

since the physics and chemistry underlying what makes something a true element 

had not been discovered yet. Thus the true elements of the periodic table were not 

called “elements” by the people of that time.  When 2 Peter was composed there 

were only believed to be four elements: earth, water, fire and air.3  Thus 

interpreting the elements of 2 Peter 3:12 to be the elements of the periodic table 

would be anachronistic. In other words, when Peter said that the elements would be 

destroyed in the heat he could not have been talking about the destruction helium, 

hydrogen, copper or any of the other elements listed on the Periodic Table. 

Furthermore, it seems just as unlikely that Peter was talking about the destruction 

of the four known elements of the time as only water as ice can be said to melt with 

fire.  Is 2 Peter 3:2 predicting a great melting of ice into water at the end of the 

age?  Here one can see the difficultly posed in a literal and physical interpretation of 

the elements of 2 Peter 3:12. 
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The only possible way in which I can see 

2 Peter 3:10-12 being fulfilled in the four 

known elements of Peter’s day is in the 

fact that sometimes the orange light from 

fires can light up the smoke and night air 

above the flames making it appear as 

though the sky itself is also on fire.  This 

interesting optical effect can give 

the illusion that the air, one of the four 

known elements at that time, is also 

being consumed by fire. 

Furthermore, the smoke from a great fire like the burning of Jerusalem in A.D. 70 

might darken or obscure the sun, moon and stars as seems to be implied in Isaiah 

51:6: “Lift up your eyes to the heavens, look at the earth beneath; the heavens will 

vanish like smoke[.]”  Perhaps the smoke from the burning of Jerusalem in A.D. 70 

darkened the sun, moon and stars literally fulfilling 2 Peter 3:10: “The heavens will 

disappear with a roar[.]”?   The darkening of the heavenly lights is a sign of the 

destruction of heaven (Isaiah 13:9-13; 34:4-5; Jeremiah 4:23-26; Ezekiel 32:7-

9).   

Preterist Eschatology–Why the 

Destruction of Heaven and Earth is 

Not What it May Seem: If God was 

going to Destroy the Entire Universe, Why 

did Jesus tell the Saints to Flee to the 

Mountains in Luke 21:21-22? 

Evidence against the idea that 2 Peter 3 

predicts the complete destruction of the 

universe by fire is found in Luke 21:21-

22: “Then let those who are in Judea flee 

to the mountains, let those in the city get out, and let those in the country not 

enter the city.  For this is the time of punishment in fulfillment of all that has been 

written.”  If God intended to destroy the entire world by fire, what good would it do 

to flee to the mountains? Here one can also see the difficultly posed in the belief 

that 2 Peter 3:12 predicts the complete dissolution of the universe by fire at the 

time of the end. 

A Covenant Eschatology Exposition and Commentary of 2 Peter 3:7-13: The Greek 

Word for “Elements” in 2 Peter 3:7-13 refers to the Elements or Customs of the 

Law of Moses in Every Other Instance in which it is used in the New Testament. 

If 2 Peter 3:12 is not about the destruction of the earth and sky and the melting of 

the physical elements, then what is this verse about?  The Greek word translated 

elements in these verses is stoichion.  Every other time stoichion is used in the New 

Testament, it refers to the elements or regulations of the Law of Moses.4  Thus 

these verses may hint at the fulfillment of the Law of Moses predicted in Hebrews 

8:13: “By calling this covenant “new,” he has made the first one [the Law of Moses] 

obsolete; and what is obsolete and outdated will soon disappear.” 
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This interpretation is further solidified by the fact that the earthly icon or symbol of 

the Old Covenant was literally burned by fire in A.D. 70 when the Romans 

destroyed the Temple by burning it with fire.  With the Temple destroyed it was no 

longer possible to practice the Law of Moses.  Thus in a way the elements of the 

Law had truly passed away by literal fire as predicted in 2 Peter 3:12.  It should 

also be noted that Josephus saw the Temple as a symbol or representation of 

heaven and earth (The Wars of the Jews 3.7).  Thus the destruction of the Temple 

also signified and marked the destruction of heaven and earth. 

Preterism Explained and Interpreted, A 

Commentary of 2 Peter 3:7-13: The Prophecies 

concerning the Destruction of Heaven and Earth in 

the Prophets, 2 Peter 3 and Revelation are written 

in an Apocalyptic Style.  Apocalyptic Literature is 

similar to Poetry and is thus not strictly Literal. 

The prophecies concerning the destruction of 

heaven and earth are written in an apocalyptic 

style. Apocalyptic literature is poetry. It is not a 

strictly literal description of events as one might 

find in a newspaper. In light of this fact, it is not surprising that the sky and earth 

did not literally pass away after the Jewish War in the same way that the stars in 

the sky were not literally “dissolved and the heavens rolled up” at the fall of Edom 

in the sixth century B.C. as prophesied in Isaiah 34:4-5. 

The Destruction of the Earth in 2 Peter 3:7-13 refers to the Destruction of 

the Inhabitants of the Earth as it Did during the Destruction of the Earth by 

the Flood Mentioned in 2 Peter 3:6. 

In 2 Peter 3:6, Peter says, “By these waters also the world of that time was 

deluged and destroyed.”  Though Noah’s flood did, in fact, destroy the earth, it did 

not cause its complete annihilation.  Similarly the fire said to destroy heaven and 

earth in 2 Peter 3:7-13, though causing the destruction of heaven and earth, also is 

not expected to cause its complete annihilation.  The destruction of the earth 

referred to in 2 Peter 3:6 refers to the destruction or slaughter of the people of the 

earth during Noah’s flood.  The same thing is predicted in 2 Peter 3:7-13 when 

Peter predicts the destruction of the earth by fire. This destruction also refers to the 

wholesale slaughter of the inhabitants of the earth which are the people of 

Israel.  The fact that the earth represents the people of the earth, not the material 

elements, is illustrated well in the following verses: “Come near, you nations, and 

listen; pay attention, you peoples!  Let the earth hear, and all that is in it, the 

world, and all that comes out of it [emphasis mine]!” (Isaiah 34:1.)   “Hear me, you 

heavens! Listen, earth!  For the Lord has spoken: ‘I reared children and brought 

them up, but they have rebelled against me [emphasis mine].’”  (Isaiah 

1:2.)  See In the Bible “Earth” Signifies the Specific Land Addressed While 

“Sea” Symbolizes Foreign Nations.  Having addressed how the destruction of 

the earth in 2 Peter 3:5-13 refers to the slaughter of the people of a particular land, 

what is meant by the destruction of heaven?  The answer may surprise 

you!  See The Destruction of Heaven and Earth and the New Heaven and 

Earth Explained! and What about Romans 8:19-22?. 
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It is interesting to note that though the earth and sky were not physically 

annihilated during the Jewish War, two miracles or omens were recorded in the sky 

in the first century which seem to have prophetically pointed to the impending 

destruction of heaven.  The first miracle occurred at the adoption of Nero by 

Claudius Caesar and the second transpired during Nero’s reign at the start of the 

Jewish War in A.D. 66.  

 

A Preterist Commentary on 2 Peter 3:5-13: Conclusion 

According to the above “A.D. Doctrine” commentary on 2 Peter 3:5-13, the 

destruction of heaven by fire was fulfilled in the first century as a result of Rome’s 

scorched earth policy.   
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